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  . It seems to me that the defendant is not required to exhibit all of the traits or characteristics of a psychiatrist or a psychologist
in order for the trial judge to permit him to testify as to his own psychiatric history or his own mental condition." The trial court

denied the State's motion to limit defendant's testimony. The trial court then permitted the defendant to testify about his past
experiences with mental illness. The State then cross-examined defendant regarding his mental state when he committed the

offenses. The defense objected, arguing that "the State may not inquire as to his mental state when he committed the offense."
The trial court overruled the objection and permitted the cross-examination. Defendant then testified about his past mental
health treatment, and the reasons for his discharge. The State then asked defendant about certain statements he made in the

course of his mental health treatment. The State also asked defendant whether he had been arrested for the murder of the victim
and the prior burglary. In response, defendant testified that he had been arrested for the murder of the victim and he had pled
guilty to a burglary charge. On cross-examination, defendant testified that he did not recall making any of the statements made

to the psychiatrist or psychologist. In our view, defendant's testimony raised the issue of his mental state at the time of the
offenses. Accordingly, the trial court acted properly in permitting the State to inquire about defendant's past mental health
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treatment and his prior arrests. In People v. Crossno , 335 Ill. App. 3d 858, 781 N.E.2d 823 (2002), this court rejected an
argument similar to the one defendant makes here. In Crossno , the defendant was arrested for the murder of the victim and

attempted murder of a police officer. , 335 Ill. App. 3d at 859-60, 781 N.E.2d at 825-26. While awaiting trial, defendant sought
a mental health examination. , 335 Ill. App. 3d at 860, 781 N.E.2d at 826. The State informed the trial court that the psychiatrist

from the facility where defendant was being detained would not testify at trial because he would not be asked to discuss the
mental health of defendant. , 82157476af
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